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Sri Lanka's SLiMDOE Initiative: From Concept to Call-to-Action 

During the last two decades, Sri Lanka has enabled 40% of the world’s maritime trade and 

thousands of commercial flights to pass through its Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) — a 

shortcut we now define as SLiMDOE: Sri Lanka’s Multi-billion Dollar Ocean-Air 

Expressway. 

Yet, despite the immense global economic gains—estimated at over USD 240 billion in fuel, 

time, and inventory savings—Sri Lanka has received no compensation, all while bearing the 

brunt of environmental and health costs from emissions released in its airspace and 

surrounding seas. 

 Key Concerns: 

• Over 25 million tons of CO₂, along with hazardous NOx, SOx, and black carbon 

particles pass through SLiMDOE annually. 

• Estimated annual cost to neutralize these emissions: USD 7 billion. 

• These emissions affect marine ecosystems, public health, agriculture, and local 

biodiversity—undermining GDP growth by 3% (IMF/World Bank estimates). 

 
Progress So Far: 

• The SLiMDOE framework has been clearly defined and quantified as an intangible 

national asset. 

• Estimated intrinsic value: USD 700 billion. 

• The Government of Sri Lanka has been briefed on the concept and is evaluating its 

potential as a leverage point for: 

o Climate finance 

o Reimbursement of damages, and carbon taxes collected  

o Debt-for-nature swaps 

o Green investment partnerships 

o Pollution mitigation and carbon offset programs 

 
Next Steps with Government Support: 

1. Jointly follow up the Submissions Made to; 1) United Nations Loss and Damage Fund 

requesting reimbursements for damages; 2) European Union requesting reimbursement 

of carbon taxes collected by them on SLiMDOE emissions: 3) International Maritime 

Organisation seeking reimbursements to offset impact of excessive and poisonous 

emissions.  

2. Feasibility Study with cross-ministerial coordination (Transport, Environment, 

Finance, Foreign Affairs). 

3. International Legal and Economic Assessment on mechanisms to quantify loss, 

assert environmental equity, and engage multilaterally. 

4. Engagement with Multilateral Climate Funds, development partners, and impact 

investors. 

5. Public-private dialogue to explore foreign direct investment in emissions offsetting 

and carbon capture. 
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SLiMDOE Pictures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SLiMDOE is not just a concept—it is a platform for climate justice, environmental 

resilience, and sovereign economic renewal. It is time we recognize the hidden value Sri 

Lanka contributes to global commerce—and ensure that the costs borne by our people are no 

longer ignored. 

Let us make SLiMDOE a central pillar of Sri Lanka’s economic transformation, detailed 

in ISBN 978-624-99952-6-0. 

 

 

 Ranjith Wickramasinghe.  

SLiMDOE Concept Author and Resource Developer.              

#SLiMDOE #ClimateJustice #SriLanka #MaritimeTrade #SIDS #BlueEconomy #CarbonFinance #Sustainability #ClimateAction 
#DevelopmentFinance #GlobalCommerce #PolicyInnovation 

SLiMDOE Emissions  

Halo Pictured Around  
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Trade Tariffs imposed on Sri Lanka, and the SLiMDOE Leverage. 
ISBN 978-624-99952-6-0 
 

Dear Friends of Sri Lanka. 

 

Sri Lanka was adjudged as the friendliest nation in the World, and simultaneously the United 

States of America recently announced the reciprocal trade tariffs on Sri Lanka, amidst the 

delicate balancing act the Incumbent Government of Sri Lanka (GoSL) has undertaken, to 

eliminate corruption whilst stabilising the economy, that “crashed in March of 2022 following 

a fifty year nose dive”. 

 

Sri Lanka with a Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of US $ 99 billion, needs a new revenue 

source and out of the box thinking to come out of the present quagmire, that predicts a slower 

growth, with which the country would not be “able grow and repay the defaulted debt” now 

rescheduled and due in 2028. 

 

This tiny island nation standing in the middle of the Indian Ocean, and North of the Equator is 

inundated annually with 25 million tons of CO2 equivalent of Green House Gases (GHG), 

over a million tons of poisonous NOx, around half a million tons of poisonous SOx, and 

millions of tons of hazardous black carbon particles (PM) from the “SLiMDOE emissions”, 

causing damage to our economic resources detailed in www.ranjithwickramasinghe.com 

 

SLiMDOE is an acronym given to the “Sri Lanka’s Multi-billion Dollar Ocean-air 

Expressway” which is a 500 nautical mile seamless passage with in Sri Lanka’s Exclusive 

Economic Zone and Pollution Prevention Zone (EEZ) that also cuts through our territorial 

waters three miles away from Dondra Head, in the south most tip in Sri Lanka (SL) enabling 

the ocean vessels to take a shortcut saving 400 nautical miles of the journey in the great east-

west shipping lane that connects the Atlantic and the Pacific Oceans via Sri Lanka. 60,000 

ocean vessels and 40,000 commercial aircraft’s use this passage annually carrying 40% of 

world trade, depicted in the cover page. 

 

The “SLiMDOE shortcut” enable ocean vessels to reduce one day of sailing time and 

commercial aircraft’s, one hour of flying time in each crossing, saving over US $ 12 billion 

annually by the reduced consumption of bunkers, daily operating costs (DOC), and 

amortisation costs. The reduction of one day of delivery time to the global supply chain enables 

a saving of over US $ 5 billion annually on inventory holding costs, etc. 

 

During the last 20 years the global communities have benefited from SLiMDOE shortcut, 

saving over US $ 240 billion, whilst no revenue has accrued to the citizens of Sri Lanka. 

 

Though the country smiles, a third of our citizens- tea pluckers, paddy farmers, rubber tappers, 

coconut climbers, cinnamon peelers, fishermen, etc go to sleep without, dinner. Malnutrition 

persists in our children who, yet smiles as it is our culture and tradition to greet saying 

“Ayubowan”, truly wishing everybody a long life. 

 

Sri Lanka is a Small Island Developing State (SIDS) in the world, that is inundated with double 

the amount of SLiMDOE emissions released from external international maritime and 

aviation sources burning fossil fuels (8 - 10 million tons per annum) in comparison to what 

the whole country imports and burn (SL imports 5 million tons of fossil fuel annually), 

SLiMDOE Emissions Halo Pictured Around Sri Lanka is attached. 
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Sri Lanka is bombarded by Concentrated SLiMDOE emissions at six-minute intervals at 

Ground Zero Intensity both from Air and Sea (creating an air corridor - impacting like a 

Giant Horizontal Rotary Kiln) by the Continuous release of 25 million tons of CO2 together 

with NOx, Sox, and PM. Decarbonisation of CO2 would cost US $ 4 billion annually, whilst 

poisonous NOx, SOx and black carbon particles (PM) emitted would cost US $ 3 billion 

annually to neutralise. SLiMDOE Traffic Satellite Picture is attached.  

 

Emissions of excessive GHG, NOx, SOx, and PM cause severe localised health impacts 

(respiratory and cardiovascular disease), damage to marine ecosystems (ocean acidification 

affecting coral and shell fish), and the exacerbation of Sri Lanka’s climate vulnerabilities 

(floods, droughts, sea-level rise affecting agriculture, fisheries, and infrastructure). 

 

The decarbonisation cost of CO2 has been based on carbon cost at US$ 160 per ton. Internet 

sources indicates an emission factor for Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) at 40Kg to 140 Kg of NOx per 

ton, and the neutralisation cost of NOx at a range of US $ 1400 - US $ 6000 per ton. A release 

of a million tons of NOx could cost a US$ 2 billion to neutralise annually. The cost of 

neutralising SOx and PM will be additional. 

 

It begs the question - “how Innocent is the SLiMDOE passage?” that destroys our economic 

resources and the livelihood of the people, navigating Seamlessly under the “Freedom of the 

Seas”. Rather, it could be called a premeditated “passage of commercial profit” for the global 

community done at the Peril and Deprivation of the Citizens of Sri Lanka who gets no revenue, 

but have to suffer the deadly consequences of SLiMDOE emissions. This is ironic - where a 

Benefactor of the olden marine Silk Route, Sri Lanka has now become a Victim. Since 2200 

years ago all the ships in the Silk Route stopped in “Godawaya harbour” located in the present 

Hambanthota Port contributing to Sri Lanka’s revenue, and enriched daily life of our citizens 

without dumping emissions, as all the ships used the air current to sail. 

 

The Impact of this on our people, animals (fish, elephants, whales, turtle, dolphins, migratory 

birds), flora, fertility, drinking water, climate, bio diversity, heritage and cultural sites is severe, 

causing Trillion Dollar damages to our economic resources.  

 

Is it fair for US or any beneficiary country of Global Commerce to impose tariffs on SL when 

we import all these emissions for which we have not been paid?  

 

It would cost Sri Lanka USD 7 billion a year to neutralise these emissions, hence the 

“SLiMDOE initiative” - to obtain damages; reimbursement/fundings; climate mitigation 

joint ventures; increasing renewable energy ; setting up of a SLiMDOE carbon credit 

platform for the benefit of peasants as well as corporates; carbon capture FDI’s; bi-

lateral debt swaps for climate resilience, etc, in order to reset our economy and to be able to 

repay defaulted debt commencing 2028, detailed in my publications ISBN 978-624-99952-6-0 and ISBN 

978-624-99952-7-7. 

 

Citizens of Sri Lanka have supported the global commerce enabling the carriage of 40% of the 

world trade (estimated at 10 billion metric tons of sea cargo) via the “SLiMDOE shortcut” with 

no consideration for well over 20 years.  

 

SL has silently endured this unfair practice that violates natural justice and equity. Though 

our citizens yet smile, there is great pain within, and the Incumbent GoSL would have start 

repaying our defaulted debt in 2028. 
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SLiMDOE is valuable “Intangible Marine Navigation Resource” for Sri Lanka which 

annually moves 60,000 ships, Seamlessly (no paper, no people, no procedures, and no payment 

for transiting) carrying 40% of world trade in contrast to manmade Suez and Panama Canals 

moving 20,000 and 13,000 ships annually, for profit, now under stress from Geopolitics, etc. 

SLiMDOE is an Intangible Asset, having a Leverage of US $ 320 billion, with an Intrinsic 

Value of US $ 700 billion, has now been brought into the Balance Sheet of Sri Lanka, 

continuing the marine navigation practise of the Silk Route 2200 years ago. 

 

Is this not the right time now, for the GoSL to act, seeking redress?  

 
Does Sri Lanka have any other choices? 

 

The IMF and World Bank sources have forecasted that climate change/emissions impact on Sri 

Lankan economy is retarding our GDP growth by about 3% per annum, and highlighted the 

need to obtain climate finance to the tune of US $ 30 billion over the next five years. Under 

this scenario it is cardinal that we Leverage SLiMDOE to obtain finance. Please refer to the 

SLiMDOE assisted Macro Economic Plan for Sri Lanka’s revival, given in next page. 

 

Thus, it is of paramount importance for GoSL to jointly follow up the submissions I have 

made as a Citizen of Sri Lanka, - to the United Nations (UN) Loss and Damage Fund to 

obtain damages, to the European Union (EU) requesting reimbursements of Carbon Tax 

Collected by them effective 1st January 2024 on SLiMDOE emissions, and to the 

International Maritime Organisation (IMO) seeking reimbursements to offset the impact 

of excessive and poisonous emissions described above. GoSL action is awaited. 

 

 

In addition to above, I have proposed the setting up a Centre for Decarbonisation around 

Hambanthota in SL, enabling the 60,000 ships that transit SLiMDOE annually, to stop in Sri 

Lanka, to off-load the captured carbon from ships for decarbonisation as a Foreign Direct 

Investment (FDI) Joint venture in partnership with stakeholders to mitigate climate change. 

This FDI joint venture has the potential to decarbonise the international shipping emissions, 

given in ISBN 978-624-99952-7-7. GOSL Letter of support for the JV’s are awaited. 

 

In the formulation of the SLiMDOE initiative, during 5 years I have, had a 

dialog/communication with the World Bank, United Nations, European Union, International 

Monetary Fund, International Maritime Organisation, COP 26, – World Climate Summit, G7 

Embassies in Colombo and Embassies of our neighbouring countries, and interacted several 

hundreds of Peers and Intellectuals. I have published 25 books in relation to SLiMDOE and 

the strengthening economy of Sri Lanka, held a Zoom discussion and participated on several 

TV interviews, details of it and my Profile is given herein. 

 

SLiMDOE Initiative – 4 minute Video accessible on https://bit.ly/SLiMDOE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheers, Ranjith Wickramasinghe. 

SLiMDOE Concept Author and Resource Developer. 
an extract of ISBN 978-624-99952-6-0 
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SLiMDOE Leveraged Favourable Trade Balance for Sri Lanka 
It has been wrongly portrayed that Sri lanka has a large adverse trade balance with USA, UK, Germany/European Union, etc. 
Though our merchandise imports are small, the SLiMDOE emissions dumped on us are huge, estimated in excess of 
US $ 6 billion annually, therefore Sri Lanka infact has a favourable trade, which needs to be brought to balance sheet, below. 

Five Year Macro Economic Plan. Actual Actual Budget Target Target Target Target
updated 15/5/2025 yahapala covid aft. crash IMFreform election Clean SL recover reset repay debt repay debt

REAL ECONOMY 2019 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029
Population - million 21.8 22 22.1 22 21.9 21.8 21.7 21.6 21.5 21.4
GDP US$ Billions (Bn) 89 88 77 84 99 104 109 116 123 130
GDP Per Capita US Dollars 4,082 3,999 3,464 3,851 4,516 4,768 5,030 5,356 5,704 6,075
GDP real Growth -0.2% 4.2% -7.3% -2.3% 5.0% 5.0% 5.0% 6.0% 6.0% 6.0%
Exchange rate US$ to Rs 179 199 363 323 292 300 310 320 330 350
average annual devaluation 8% 7% 182% -11% -10% 3% 3% 3% 3% 6%
Inflation rate (CCPI) 4.3% 6.0% 46.0% 17.4% 1.2% 6.0% 9.0% 8.0% 8.0% 8.0%
Prime lending Rate (AWPR) 9.7% 8.6% 27.0% 12.0% 9.0% 10.0% 9.9% 9.5% 9.5% 9.5%

EXTERNAL ECONOMY -US$ Bn 2019 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029
Exports 12 12 13 12 13 16 20 24 28 33
Imports 20 21 18 17 19 24 26 30 34 40
Trade Balance -8 -8 -5 -5 -6 -8 -6 -6 -6 -7
Tourism income 4 1 1 2 3 4 4 5 5 6
Expatriate  Remittences 7 4 4 6 7 7 8 8 8 9
Inflow to Govt. 3 -4 0 3 4 3 6 6 7 8
Interest (current debt) -1 -1 -1 -1 -2 -2 -2 -2 -2 -2
repayment of resheduled loans -3 -5
SLiMDOE initiative- potential 0 0 0 0 0 0.2 0.8 1 2 2
Net Loans/SLiMDOE Debt Swaps -3 2 2 0 -1 -1 -1 -2 0 0
Balance of Payments- surp/(def) -1 -2 1 3 1 0 3 3 4 3
External Reserves 8 4 2 4 6 6 9 12 16 19
External Debt (Total) 55 52 50 54 57 56 55 53 50 45

GOVERNMENT FINANCE -Rs Tn 2019 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029
Govt. Revenue 1.9 1.4 2.0 3.0 4.1 4.1 4.6 5.1 5.6 6.0
Govt. Expenses 3.3 3.4 3.0 2.8 3.4 3.3 3.8 4.4 4.7 5.0
Primary balance -1.4 -2.0 -1.0 0.2 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.9 1.0
Interest cost 1.5 2.5 2.7 2.4 2.3 2.2 2.1 2.0
Budget deficit -1.4 -2.0 -2.5 -2.3 -2.0 -1.6 -1.5 -1.5 -1.2 -1.0
Central Govt. Debt - Rs Tn 13 17 28 29 29 29 30 30 30 32
Central Govt Debt in US $ Bn 73 85 76 88 98 97 96 94 92 92

Government Finance - % of GDP 2019 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2028
Govt. Revenue 12% 8% 8% 11% 14% 13% 14% 14% 14% 13%
Govt. Expenses 21% 20% 13% 10% 11% 11% 11% 12% 12% 11%
Primary balance -4% 1% 2% 3% 2% 2% 2% 2%
Interest cost 6% 9% 9% 8% 7% 6% 5% 4%
Budget deficit -9% -12% -10% -9% -7% -5% -4% -4% -3% -2%
Central Govt. Debt - % of GDP 81% 100% 115% 106% 96% 94% 88% 82% 75% 71%

Ranjith Wickramasinghe. FCMA. FCCA, CGMA, ACC.Dir.SL and a Justice of Peace.

SLiMDOE Concept Authour and Resouce Developer.
STRATEGIST, Independent Financial Advisor, a Consultant, a former Chairman of Sri Lanka Ports Authority and Ceylon Shipping Corporation.

update to    ISBN 978-624-99952-7-7
Email:  ranjith_wickramasinghe@ymail.com    www.ranjithwickramasinghe.com
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Annexure -01 
SLiMDOE Traffic Satellite Picture 
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Annexure -02 
SLiMDOE Emissions Halo Pictured Around Sri Lanka. 
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Secretary General

 

International Maritime Organisation 
Mr. Arsenio Dominguez 
4, Albert Embankment 
London SE1 7SR 

                                                                Sent by Email to  : info@imo.org  

SLiMDOE Commercialization, and my discourse with the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) with respect to reimbursement of damage to the Sri Lanka’s 
economic resources by shipping emissions dumped during SLiMDOE passage.  

SLiMDOE (depicted in the cover) is a Marine Resource I have conceptualized, invented, monetized, 
researched & developed. It is an intangible asset, and an intellectual property having a leverage of 
US Dollars 320 Billion, four times the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of Sri Lanka, published on 2nd

 

September 2021 as ISBN 978-624-97686-4-2, detailed in   www.ranjithwickramasinghe.com

 
 

The damages caused to Sri Lanka’s economic resources by International Shipping while transiting 
the SLiMDOE passage detailed in the preamble are as follows:  

Cost of decarbonization of 25 million tons of CO2   - US $ 4 Billion per annum. 
Neutralization of SOx, NOX, and PM                       - US $ 2 Billion per annum.  

Appreciate arrangements to reimburse Sri Lanka above costs via IMO’s New Global Carbon Tax on 
Shipping.   

In this regard I have also made the following submissions;  

1) United Nations Loss & Damage Fund, the Claim against SLiMDOE emissions damage 
(estimated at US$ 80 Billion for the last 20 years) dated 30

th

 March 2023 published in ISBN 
978-624-99952-1-5 of 29

th

 April 2023, attached. 
2) Reimbursement of carbon tax imposed and collected by European Union in respect of 

SLiMDOE emissions effective 1

st

 January 2024 based on the Claim dated 7th September 
2023, published in ISBN 978-624-99952-3-9, attached.  

3) I have proposed the setting up a Center for Decarbonization around Hambanthota, in Sri 
Lanka enabling the 60,000 ships that transit SLiMDOE, to stop in Sri Lanka, to off-load 
captured carbon for decarbonization. This FDI joint venture has the potential to decarbonize 
the international shipping emissions. 

4) Additional information is given in the annexures.  

Yours Sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ranjith Wickramasinghe                                           
Strategist, Concept Author and Resource Developer of SLiMDOE, a former 
Chairman of Ceylon Shipping Corporation and Sri Lanka Ports Authority, Chairman 
SLiMDOE (Pvt) Limited and a Citizen of Sri Lanka. 
  
 
 

10th April 2025.

Annexure -09  
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14) Rescue Sri Lanka Using the SLiMDOE leveraged Macro Economic-Fiscal five-year Plan of 
9th February 2023 ISBN 978-624-97686-10-

15) SLiMDOE Leveraged Alternative Growth Strategy To TURNAROUND Sri Lanka’s 
Economy dated 7th September 2023.

16) Rescue Sri Lanka using SLiMDOE Leveraged, request to United Nations for Reliefs / Grants 
Fre Damage, based on Principles of Natural Justice and Equity dated 29th April 2023 on 
ISBN 978-624-99952-1-5.

17) European Union’s introduction of a supra-regional carbon tax on shipping, and its implication 
to the suffering citizens of Sri Lanka for emissions offloaded during the passage on 
SLiMDOE dated 7th September 2023 on ISBN 978-624-99952-3-9.

18) SLiMDOE Leveraged Alternative Growth Strategy to Turnaround Sri Lanka’s Ailing 
Economy and its sustainability. My Discourse with the International Monetary Fund dated 7th 
March 2024.

19) SLiMDOE, A NOVEL STRATEGY TO BOOST SRI LANKAN ECONOMY dated 4th 
April 2024. Letter to the President of Sri Lanka.

20) SLiMDOE, A NOVEL STRATEGY TO BOOST SRI LANKAN ECONOMY dated 18th  
April 2024. Letter to the International Institute of Environment and Development - IIED.

21) SLiMDOE,  A  NOVEL  STRATEGY  TO  BOOST  SRI  LANKAN  ECONOMY,  and a  five-  
year Macro Economic  Plan dated  June  2024.  An open letter  to “Dear  Frinds  of  Sri  Lanka  and 
the  Presidential  aspirants.

The

 

content

 

of

 

above

 

reports

 

are

 

the

 

Author’s

 

research,

 

concepts

 

and strategies

 

formulated by him
,

 

and done

 

on his

 

own initiative.

TV

 

interviews
1.

 

News

 

first,

 

Newsline

 

with Faraz

 

-

 

“No Planning No Progress”

 

live

 

telecast

 

on 7th

 

July 2021,

 

regarding my proposed development

 

plans

 

in the

 

Sea

 

of

 

Sri

 

Lanka,

 

available

 

on 
https://bit.ly/3QY

 

fJyr

2.

 

Dawasa

 

-

 

kalina

 

deshapalana

 

wadasatahana

 

by Roshan Watawala

 

on SIRASA

 

-

 

regarding my 
“SLiMDOE

 

discovery”

 

conducted in Sinhala

 

as

 

a

 

live

 

telecast

 

on 20th 

 

May 2022.

 

https://bit.ly/3y2qwlL

3.

 

BISNOMICS

 

weekly program

 

interview

 

with Tharindu Amarasekere

 

of

 

TV1 done

 

on 16th

 

June

 

2022 at

 

Stein Studio -

 

a

 

review

 

on the

 

“state

 

of

 

the

 

crashed economy”

 

and my vision to 
Rescue

 

and Reset

 

Sri

 

Lanka.

 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Ah7E

 

_W9YFyc

4.

 

My 13th

 

August

 

2022 presentation by Zoom

 

to the

 

Institute

 

of

 

Certified Management

 

Accountants

 

in Sri

 

Lanka,

 

wherein I

 

detailed by previous

 

publications,

 

and explained my 
Rescue

 

and Reset

 

Sri

 

Lanka

 

Plan wherein I

 

described &

 

illustrated visually the

 

relevant

 

SLiMDOE

 

Shortcut

 

main attributes

 

in the

 

link:
https://m.

 

youtube.

 

com/watch?v=HFhNn40JH50
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      22) SLiMDOE Commercialisation ISBN 978-624-99952-5-3 dated 23rd January 2025

      23) MY  Disccourse with IMO ISBN 978-624-99952-7-7 dated 10th April 2025

https://m. youtube. com/watch?v=HFhNn40JH50
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Ah7E_W9YFyc
https://bit.ly/3y2qwlL
https://bit.ly/3QY fJyr
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